
MINOR FIELD STUDIES (MFS) is a scholarship for 

field studies. Students at universities and colleges 

are given an opportunity to gather material for their 

bachelor or master’s degree thesis or project in a 

developing country.

The purpose of MFS is to give students at Swedish uni-

versities and colleges an opportunity to acquire knowl-

edge about developing countries and development 

issues, and to foster internationalization. The scholar-

ship programme is administrated by the International 

Programme Office and funded by Sida. The scholarship 

amount is SEK 25,000 per student. 

Who can apply? 

Applicants for MFS scholarships must hold at least 150 

HE credits (100 credits) by the time they intend to travel. 

You must be a Swedish citizen or hold permanent resi-

dency in Sweden. Citizens of other Nordic countries 

who are not Swedish citizens must have been domiciled 

in Sweden for at least one year. Good knowledge of 

English is required and in some cases French, Spanish 

or Portuguese.

Applicants must not have started a third cycle degree 

program or previously received an MFS scholarship.

Conditions

To be eligible for an MFS scholarship, you must study a 

subject that is related to the development process, and 

conduct your field study in a developing country for a 

period of at least two months. Applicable countries for 

MFS, with some exceptions, are those that the OECD’s 

Development Assistance Committee (DAC) defines as 

developing countries. These countries are listed on the 

International Programme Office’s website. The travel 

advisories issued by the Swedish Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs for certain destinations should be followed.

The MFS essay can be written in English, French, 

Portuguese or Spanish. You must have a supervisor in 

Sweden, and a contact person at your destination. 

You must be insured (your department is responsi-

ble for your insurance). If you receive an MFS scholar-

ship, you must also take part in a two-day preparation 

course.

How to apply 

Contact the MFS officer in your department, or the in-

ternational unit at your institution. If your department 

does not award MFS scholarships, you can apply to 

another department with a similar subject area for an 

external scholarship.

All approved MFS departments and the contact de-

tails for MFS officers are listed on the International Pro-

gramme Office’s website. If you have questions about 

the programme, please contact your MFS officer.

More information

För mer information om MFS-programmet, gå in på 

www.programkontoret.se/mfs 

På webbplatsen www.mfs.nu hittar du information 

om förberedelsekurser, uppsatser och reseberättelser.

On the next page, you can read about Cecilia de Pedro who re-

ceived an MFS scholarship for a project that focused on water 

purification in South India.  

Minor Field Studies



Cecilia de Pedro studied at the University of Gothen-

burg and is now an environmental scientist. In autumn 

2005, she received an MFS scholarship to carry out her 

degree project in the form of an “ecotoxtest” of water 

from a municipal wastewater treatment plant in Hy-

derabad in South India. 

What is an ecotoxtest?

“An ecotoxtest is when you study the effect of different 

chemicals on species that live in the environment. I did 

the test on water fleas, which I took with me to India 

from Sweden.” 

What did the results show?

“That the water was toxic for the water fleas – that they 

didn’t survive even when the water was diluted several 

times over. I struggled for one and a half years to devel-

op a good idea for my degree project because I wanted 

to find something that would work alongside of other 

Sida projects in India.”

How did you come up with the idea to apply for a MFS schol-

arship?

“I phoned Sida (Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency) and asked what they recom-

mended if I wanted to work with development issues, 

and they told me about MFS. Because I am an environ-

mental scientist, I started thinking about water purifi-

cation in relation to industries. I found out that Sida 

was running a water purification project in Hyderabad 

in South India – so I contacted them.  

Has your MFS project continued?

“You only have time to carry out one test in 6 months, 

but I didn’t want my project to stop there now that I 

could prove that the water was toxic. So I worked hard 

to find an environmental organisation that could use 

my results. And now it seems that a Swedish envi-

ronmental consultancy is going to deliver purification 

techniques to the plant. I’m really happy!”

More information

Since Minor Field Studies (MFS) began in 1968, around 
10,000 students have taken part in the MFS programme. 
The programme is funded by Sida and administrated 
by the International Programme Office. This also 
applies for Linnaeus-Palme programmes (exchanges 
with developing countries for students and lecturers at 
universities and colleges) and SIDA’s travel scholarships 
(awarded for unpaid internships, preferably with UN and 
EU institutions).

The International Programme Office is a government 
agency under the Ministry of Education and Research. 

We help schools, universities, businesses, organisations 
and individuals take part in international cooperation 
programmes within education.

The International Programme Office

Box 22007, SE-104 22, Stockholm, Sweden

Phone: +46 (0)8-453 72 00, fax +46 (0)8-453 72 01

E-mail: registrator@programkontoret.se 

www.programkontoret.se

Cecilia still benefits from her MFS experience

Cecilia de Pedro received an MFS scholarship for 

a project that focused on water purification in 

South India. Today she works with global health 

and the environment at AstraZeneca, where she 

assesses the environmental risk of medicines.

“I think that I got this job because of my MFS 

experience,” she says. “And I use what I learnt in 

South India nearly every day.”

Cecilia de Pedro struggled for one and a half years to develop a good idea for 
her degree project.


