
Sida’s travel scholarship will foster interest 

in development issues amongst younger 

academics.

This scholarship is intended for students 

and recent university graduates who have been 

accepted for unpaid internships, preferably with 

UN and EU institutions. 

The travel scholarship is awarded for internships in ar-

eas related to Swedish development cooperation. The 

purpose is to increase the number of young academics 

who are interested in working with international organ-

isations and development issues. 

Internships with UN and EU institutions 

This scholarship is mainly granted for internships with 

the UN’s Internship Programme, various EU institu-

tions, development banks and approved NGOs. All of 

the approved organisations are listed on the Interna-

tional Programme Office’s website.

Scholarships are not awarded for internships in na-

tional organisations, Swedish Embassies, delegations 

or consulates. Exceptions are the Swedish UN delega-

tion in New York, the Swedish UN delegation in Vienna, 

the Swedish UN delegation in Geneva and the Swedish 

OSSE delegation in Vienna 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for the travel scholarship, you must have 

been accepted to an unpaid internship of at least eight 

weeks duration. You are an undergraduate university 

student, or have recently graduated from an academic 

institution. The internship will start within two years 

of concluding your studies. You must also be a Swedish 

citizen or hold permanent residency in Sweden. If you 

are a Nordic citizen, you must have been domiciled in 

Sweden for at least one year. 

Unpaid internships

An unpaid internship means that you will not be paid 

a salary or receive any financial support from other 

programmes administrated by the International Pro-

gramme Office. Compensation of up to SEK 2000 per 

month from your place of internship is permitted how-

ever. You must apply for the scholarship before your in-

ternship starts. A scholarship cannot be awarded for an 

internship that has already begun. This scholarship will 

only be awarded once. 

Scholarship amount 

For internships outside Europe, Sida’s travel scholar-

ship is SEK 25,000 per student. For internships within 

Europe, the amount is SEK 20,000 per student. For in-

ternships within Nordic countries, the amount is SEK 

10,000. There is no competition for travel scholarships at 

present, which means that scholarships will be awarded 

to all applicants who meet the eligibility requirements.              

Applications handled on a rolling basis 

Applications for Sida’s travel scholarship are handled 

on a rolling basis throughout the year. You can apply 

online via the International Programme Office’s website. 

You must complete your application with a signed cer-

tificate/proof of admission from the internship organi-

sation, a curriculum vitae and a signed register extract 

or copy of your diploma from the university/college. 

For more details on how to apply for Sida’s travel 

scholarship, please visit www.programkontoret.se/re-

sestipendium

Read about Annami Löfving, who received Sida’s travel schol-

arship for an internship with UNESCO in Indonesia 

Sida’s travel scholarship



Internship led to job at UNESCO

Sida’s travel scholarships are funded by Sida (Swedish 
International Development Agency) and administrated by 
the International Programme Office.

This also applies for the Linnaeus-Palme programme 
(exchanges with developing countries for students and 
lecturers at universities and colleges) and Minor Field 
Studies (MFS), a scholarship programme that offers 
university students an opportunity to conduct field 
studies in developing countries and gather material for 
their bachelor or master’s thesis.

The International Programme Office is a government 

agency under the Ministry of Education and 
Research. We help schools, universities, businesses, 
organisations and individuals take part in international 
cooperation programmes within education.

The International Programme Office

Box 22007, SE-104 22 Stockholm, Sweden

Phone: +46 (0)8-453 72 00, fax +46 (0)8-453 72 01

E-mail: registrator@programkontoret.se 

www.programkontoret.se

More information

Annami Löfving received Sida’s travel 

scholarship for an internship with UNESCO in 

Indonesia. The organisation then offered her 

temporary employment.

Annami Löfving has a Master’s Degree in Human 

Rights Practice from the University of Gothenburg. In 

spring 2006, she received Sida’s travel scholarship for a 

6-month internship with UN agency UNESCO in Jakar-

ta, the capital of Indonesia. She heard about the travel 

scholarship when she was studying.

“The scholarship was a condition for accepting an un-

paid internship like this. It covered about 50 percent of 

my expenses, and I paid for the rest with my own sav-

ings.”

As an intern with UNESCO (the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), 

Annami worked with gender issues and HIV/AIDS pre-

vention in the education system with the international 

programme for school health. She organised conferenc-

es and workshops, prepared reports, wrote articles and 

maintained contact with various organisations, other 

UN agencies and the Indonesian Ministry of Education. 

She had to work hard - she was responsible for four dif-

ferent programmes from the very first day.

“I was overwhelmed in the beginning – I thought in-

terns would at least receive some kind of introduction. 

But I just had to roll up my sleeves and start working!”

What did you enjoy most?

“That I was working in a multicultural environment with 

people from all over the world. I learnt how the UN 

works with governments at both central and local levels. 

And because I was based in the capital – Jakarta, I could 

see how the Indonesian Ministry of Education worked. 

Did you like living in Indonesia?

“It was great! Jakarta has a population of around 20 mil-

lion and is very polluted. But I enjoyed living there and 

people are friendly. I made a lot of Indonesian friends, 

which I hadn’t really expected.”. 

You were offered another position at UNESCO after your in-

ternship. Was this because you had been an intern?

“I applied for the position externally but obviously be-

cause I was there, people knew who I was and what I 

could do. I probably wouldn’t have had the same chance 

otherwise.”

During her internship with UNESCO, Annami Löfving learnt how the 
UN works with governments at both central and local levels.


